Essays 3 & 4:  Places, Persons and Things
Purpose:  To provide experience:

1.   Experimenting with forms and literary devices that define creative nonfiction

2.   Composing in the nonlinear forms common to creative nonfiction;
3.   Developing complex, multifaceted, explorations which engage the reader in in-depth contemplation of the subject at hand through exploration of a place, person, or thing;
Description of the assignment:  Write a segmented essay where you develop a focus through detailed description, analysis and reflection surrounding a place, an object or a person.   The essay should be concept centered with a focus on an object, place, or person (rather than your personal experience) as a way to develop your essay.  You will compose each essay as a series of drafts, and you will document changes from draft to draft in your blog.  After workshopping drafts with classmates and me, you will revise one of these essays as a finished / polished piece for inclusion in your portfolio. 
Criteria for grade:

1.   A clear, original focus on a concept or idea;   

2.   Design which draws from established techniques for segmented essays (juxtaposition, parallelism, patterning, accumulation, and/or journaling); 
3.   Rigorous, multi-faceted development of your focus through exploration of a place, object or person;
4.   Movement among multiple perspectives;

5.   Use of detailed, relevant examples or illustrations that create a "story" or other  basis for 
      reflection;
6.   Aesthetic and logical coherence;  

7.   Sentences which are relatively free from errors

Successive drafts should demonstrate non-trivial revision which responds to input from workshops.

Length & Form:
All drafts should be MLA format.  Rough drafts should be a minimum of 5 pages.  Final drafts should be a length suitable for your target publication.

Due dates: See Calendar
